IRON AND  STEEL  IN  BRITAIN

The British Steelwork Association was organized to promote the
home market in constructional steel. It undertook propaganda
market research and took orders for bridges and other work.
Except for the Tinplate Conference, which attempted a common
selling agency, little was done in this country in the way of co-
operative effort in export sales until the Steelmakers' Export Sales
Committee was fonned in 1928. It was superseded by the British
Steel Export Association, which comprised all makers of plates and
sections, i.e. shipbuilding and structural material. It took ordo,
for and distributed the different sections thereof to the most suitably
equipped manufacturers, special prices being quoted for big foreign
contracts, which might take the form of rebates to British producers
of finished products exported to markets where foreign competition
was severe. British firms participated, however, in the international
rail and tube cartels.
ORGANIZATION OF FOREIGN INDUSTRIES
i. GERMAN ORGANIZATION
Pig Iron.
Combinations in the German pig iron industry were under dis-
cussion from 1840 and first appeared as early as 1857, when the
Verein zum Verkauf von Nassauschem Roheisen was formed
After the Franco-German War concentration occurred in the iron
ore regions, the lead being taken by Rhenish Westphalia, where a
scheme of price regulation was attempted in 1873.
In 1879 the Lorraine-Luxembourg Comptoir was founded and
the Rhenish-Westphalian Roheisenverband was fonned at Dussd-
dorf in 1886, with the object of fixing selling prices. The Rhenish-
Westfalischewerkaufstelle was established in 1888 and a united sab
office for the Rhenish-Westphalian and Lorraine-Luxembourg groups
for the sale of phosphoric pig iron was set up in 1891.
In 1893 a sales office for foundry pig iron was established in
Dusseldorf, and in 1894 the Verein fiir den Verkauf von Siegerlander
Roheisen was formed and the Westphalian and Siegerland group
combined. The Sales Office first dealt with forge pig iron, tta
Thomas pig, and lastly foundry iron, but did not represent 100 per
cent of the industry. Between 1894 and 1896 the three Sales Office
in Rhenish Westphalia were combined into one syndicate.
The Roheisen Syndicate zu Di^sseldorf existed from 1897 to 1905,